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Handicapping Conditions Served:   All handicapping conditions.
Users Served:   All interested persons.

The Organization: The National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) is the only Federal
agency established specifically to collect and disseminate data on health in the United
States. The Center designs and maintains national data collection systems, conducts research
in statistical and survey methodology, and cooperates with other agencies in the United
States and in foreign countries to increase the availability and usefulness of health data.

Through its survey and inventories, the Center produces and disseminates data on illness
and disability, including prevalence and impact. Data has been collected on a number of
handicapping conditions; data on the prevalence of most conditions includes some indicators
of severity and impact. Also collected is data on the supply and use of health services.

Information Services: The primary information service of NCHS is distribution of its
statistical data through published reports, which include the following:

The Vital and Health Statistics Series contains data on program and collection procedures,
evaluation and methods research, and analytical studies. This series includes publications
on: (1) the Health Interview Survey, which gives statistics on illness, disability, accidental
injuries, and the use of hospital, medical, dental, and other services; and (2) the Health
and Nutrition Examination Survey, which provides data from direct examination, testing,
and measurement of national samples which is used to calculate distributions of the
population with respect to physical, physiological, and psychological characteristics.

Two reports in the above series contain data on disability: Prevalence of Selected
Impairments. United States, which gives statistics on impairments involving vision, hearing,
speech, paralysis, absence of extremities, and orthopedic conditions, and Uses of Special
Aids. United States. 1977. which has figures on the distribution and use of artificial limbs,
wheelchairs, walkers, and other devices and aids.

Advance Data from Vital and Health Statistics is a publication series begun in 1976 as the'
means for early release of selected findings from the health and demographic surveys of
NCHS. Most of these releases are followed by detailed reports in the Vital and Health
Statistics Series.

The Catalog of Publications of the National Center for Health Statistics is an index to the
Vital and Health Statistics Scries and Advance Data from Vital and Health Statistics
according to demographic and socioeconomic variables, Section I includes topics and
variables related to the health status of people; Section II covers the characteristics of health
facilities and manpower. In addition, titles of published reports are given for each series.

Single copies of Advance Data releases and the Catalog of Publications are available free of
charge from the Center. Information on the availability of reports from The Vital and
Health Statistics Series may be obtained by telephoning NCHS at (301) 436-8500.
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